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been granted somewhere in the neighbourhood of
the position to be occupied by the subsidiary
force, for there were no other lands belonging to
the state conveniently situated for the purpose.

Before Mr. Jenkins received any of these in-
structions, almost, indeed, before he was informed
of his own government being prepared to contract
the alliance, the contest had been brought to a
crisis at Nagpoor, which produced renewed over-
tures of such a nature, as he did not hesitate to
entertain on his own responsibility, from their
consonance  to the spirit of  the orders   under
which he had acted upon former occasions.    It
has been mentioned before, that a reconciliation,
which was attempted between the two rival fac-
tions, miscarried in consequence of Dhurmajee's
secret counteraction.    He not only induced Buka
Baee, the regent proposed by his party, to reject
with scorn the paper of reconciliation, when sub-
mitted to her for signature ; but, after first agree-
ing to sign himself, next day retracted his assent,
unless upon the condition, that Apa Saheb would
give him the security of the Punnee Putans.
This is a class of Moosulman assassins, whose
existence would not be tolerated under any dther
civil institutions, than those engendered by the
misrule of the Nizam and the Mahratta princes.
The singularity and binding force of their con-
tracts -consist in this, that, if once- their pledge is